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Abstract OtJP 20001 2491 S (A) 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain improvement 
of the sound quafity and transmission efficiency of 
backgrounci noises at the ttm^ of cJocodJns by 
sefecting either soundiess compression encoding or 
ordinary encoding corresponding to the background 
nois^ level in the input audfo signal in digrtaf 
video/audio transmission. SOLUTICMM: For each 
input frame, a background noise measuring part 21 
comparas a background noise component level Sm 
with discrimination reference value data Srf through 
a background noise Jevel disorimi'nafing part 22. 
WhfiHi the background noise component level Sm 
exceeds the constant ref^^ce value data Srf » 
switches SW1 and SW2 select an ena)der 24 
(ordinary encoding processing). Besides, when the 
level does not exceed the data, a soundles$ 
compression corresponding encoder 23 (soundless 
com predion encoding) is selected and sent to a 
decoder 13.; Based on a soundle^/sounded flag 
scored In the frame transmitted from a soundless 
compression encoding selector 11. the decoder 13 
perfbrms ordinary decoding or extension encoding. 
When the background noise level is High, ordinary 
encoding is performed so that the sound quality 
degradation by background noises at the time of 
decoding can be reduced. 
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